NOBEL

glycerine factory on a piece of land which he rented, on the property
of Fredriksberg, near Helsingfors, The manufacture and sale of
nitro-glycerine was started in August, 1865, and Robert Nobel
concentrated his energies on getting I ho new explosive known. On
the 2ist September, 1865, the following advertisement appeared in
the Helsingfors Dagblad.

" At the request of the undersigned, the Master of Canals and
Bridges has given permission for two big trial explosions with
nitro-glycerine, and two with gunpowder, for purposes of com-
parison, to be carried out below the Russian Church at Skatudden,
near the North Harbour* Anybody interested in the matter is
invited to attend these trials, which will take place to-morrow,
Wednesday, the 27th September, at five o'clock in the afternoon.
The best and safest place for observing them is the corner at
Kyrkogatan and Norra Kagaen.

" The nitro-glycerine explosion will be announced by a red flag,
and the gunpowder explosion by a white flag.

" R. NOBEX-, manufacturer of nitro-glycerine/'

According to the report of the Helsingfors Dagblad, the effect was
" astounding/' Similar trial explosions were then held in country
towns, at Abo and elsewhere, and for the period of a year, besides
carrying on his lamp business, Robert was keenly engaged in making
technical improvements in the manufacture of nitro-glyceriae, and
in promoting its sale.

Robert was not very happy in Finland; business was dull, and
in May, 1866, he therefore accepted the Nitro-glycerine Company
of Stockholm's offer of the position of salesman and business
manager, with a salary of 6,000 kronen, which was then regarded as
magnificent.* The position, however, had its unpleasant side, and
at the end of 1870 he returned to Petersburg, and joined Ludwig's
business.
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